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Organizations Speak Out Against Senate TrumpCare 
 

After weeks of secretly drafting their TrumpCare bill behind closed doors, Senate Republicans released their 

bill yesterday. The response was swift and harsh from doctors, hospitals, medical providers, faith 

organizations and concerned citizens across the United States. The message was clear: there is united 

opposition against this bill that, like the House TrumpCare bill, will kick millions off their insurance and 

make millions pay more for less care.   

 

Groups advocating for older Americans spoke out immediately: 

 

AARP: “The bill gives $200MM to drug & insurance companies while regular people pay more & get less. 

Senate, we'll hold you accountable. #VoteNo” [Twitter, 6/22/17] 

 

Doctors and medical providers expressed serious concerns: 

 

American Academy of Pediatrics: “The U.S. Senate’s health care legislation, at last unveiled today, fails to 

meet children's needs...There is too much at stake for those of us who care for children to be silent. Pediatricians 

will continue to speak out for what children need until we see legislation that reflects it.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

  

American Academy Of Family Physicians: “The Senate’s Better Care Reconciliation Act of 2017 reflects 

many of the same flawed concepts that are in the American Health Care Act. In many ways, it poses a graver 

threat to millions of Americans, particularly children, people with disabilities and older Americans...This 

legislation would have a profoundly negative impact on Americans. The AAFP urges the Senate to reject this 

path and this policy. There are countless improvements that need to be made to our health care system, and the 

AAFP stands ready to work with Congress on identifying and implementing those improvements. But, we 

cannot and will not support a bill that will cause harm to millions of patients.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

American Psychiatric Association: “The American Psychiatric Association urges the Senate to reject the 

troubling and harmful health care reform proposal released today by Senate Republicans. The Senate proposal, 

like the House-passed American Health Care Act (AHCA), falls short of providing needed mental health care 

benefits and protections to those most vulnerable…. APA also expresses serious concerns about the secretive 

process under which it was drafted and the lack of time for review and debate. Physicians and their patients 

were not consulted in the process. Consequently, the legislation will have significant negative impacts on care 

for people with mental illness and substance use disorders.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

  

American Psychological Association: “This so-called Better Care Reconciliation Act is actually worse than 

the bill passed by the House, because it would undermine Medicaid even more severely, if a little more slowly. 

This is extremely disappointing. Medicaid is a critical backstop of coverage for mental health treatment, and for 

millions of older Americans, children and individuals with disabilities. If the goal is to cover more people, why 

slash Medicaid when it is already much more cost-effective than private sector plans?” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

  

American Association of Medical Colleges: “We are extremely disappointed by the Senate bill released today. 

Despite promises to the contrary, it will leave millions of people without health coverage, and others with only 

bare bones plans that will be insufficient to properly address their needs.” [The Hill, 6/22/17] 

 

Hospitals who see sick patients every day also spoke out against the TrumpCare bill: 

  

American Hospital Association: “From the onset of this debate, America’s hospitals and health systems have 

been guided by a set of key principles that would protect coverage for Americans. Unfortunately, the draft bill 

under discussion in the Senate moves in the opposite direction, particularly for our most vulnerable patients. 

https://twitter.com/AARPadvocates/status/877887584692617218
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/Pages/SenateHealthCareBill.aspx
http://www.aafp.org/media-center/releases-statements/all/2017/senate-better-care-reconciliation-act-june22.html
https://www.psychiatry.org/newsroom/news-releases/apa-calls-on-senate-to-reject-deeply-flawed-health-care-proposal
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/339054-healthcare-groups-issue-scathing-criticism-of-senate-bill
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The Senate proposal would likely trigger deep cuts to the Medicaid program that covers millions of Americans 

with chronic conditions such as cancer, along with the elderly and individuals with disabilities who need long-

term services and support. Medicaid cuts of this magnitude are unsustainable and will increase costs to 

individuals with private insurance. We urge the Senate to go back to the drawing board and develop legislation 

that continues to provide coverage to all Americans who currently have it.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Children’s Hospital Association: “Today, the U.S. Senate released the ‘Better Care Reconciliation Act of 

2017’ as part of the ongoing congressional effort to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act and reform 

Medicaid more broadly. Children’s hospitals are unified in calling on the Senate to reject the bill.  At its core, 

the bill is a major step backward for children and their health.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

  

America’s Essential Hospitals: “Senate leaders today have put ideology ahead of lives with a plan that puts 

health and home at risk for millions of working Americans and that would badly weaken essential services for 

everyone in communities across the country. Today’s Senate bill makes few material improvements to the 

deeply damaging House legislation, and might be worse overall. For the hospitals that protect millions of 

Americans and their communities — our essential hospitals — this bill might even accelerate decisions by some 

to reduce services or close their doors.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Federation Of American Hospitals: “FAH has been explicit about our health reform core principles: maintain 

coverage levels, reasonable Medicaid structural reforms, sustain affordable, high quality individual coverage, 

protect employer-sponsored insurance and roll back untenable cuts to hospital reimbursement.  At this time, the 

BCRA draft does not sufficiently meet those principles which are so important to those Americans our 

community hospitals serve and our employees who care for those patients every day.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

   

Patient groups announced their opposition to the TrumpCare bill after it was released: 

  

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network: “Preliminary analysis of the Senate bill released today 

shows the proposal could greatly harm millions of cancer patients, survivors and those at risk for the disease. 

Now more than ever patients need a transparent, bipartisan effort that will stabilize the insurance market, retain 

patient protections and reduce rather than increase premiums. We urge the Senate to return to the drawing board 

and work together to find ways to improve our health care system and protect cancer patients.” [Statement, 

6/22/17] 

  

American Lung Association: “The healthcare legislation released today falls woefully short of providing 

healthcare for the 32 million Americans living with lung disease and should be rejected. The Senate bill will 

slash funding for our nation’s Medicaid program, which provides coverage for 20 percent of Americans and 39 

percent of children — many of whom have asthma, COPD and other lung diseases. The proposed cuts to 

Medicaid under this bill will be devastating for children, seniors and people living with disabilities for whom 

healthcare is critical. Cuts to Medicaid will lead to more asthma attacks.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

  

National Council For Behavioral Health: “The Senate version of the American Health Care Act purports to 

be a ‘repeal and replace’ of the Affordable Care Act, but is really a draconian restructuring and gutting of 

Medicaid, the program that covers 20% of Americans and is one of the primary payers of addiction and mental 

health treatment in the U.S. Instead of ‘repeal and replace,’ it is ‘wreck and wreak havoc.’” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

  

Consumer groups also oppose the Senate’s TrumpCare bill:  

   

Consumers Union: “The devil is in the details, and now that we’ve seen the bill, it’s understandable why 

Senate leaders have kept it hidden behind closed doors. Rather than starting from scratch — as Senators 

promised — this latest version of the American Health Care Act is equally misguided and harsh as the House 

bill. The consequences of the Senate’s legislation are just as dangerous: millions of Americans could lose 

http://www.aha.org/presscenter/pressrel/2017/062217-pr-senatebill.shtml
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/Newsroom/Press%20Releases/2017/Childrens%20Hospitals%20Call%20on%20Senate%20to%20Protect%20Kids%20and%20Reject%20Better%20Care%20Reconciliation%20Act%20of%202017
https://essentialhospitals.org/general/statement-on-senate-repeal-and-replace-legislation/
https://fah.org/blog/fah-leader-reacts-to-better-care-reconciliation-act-discussion-draft
https://www.acscan.org/releases/patients-would-pay-more-less-coverage-under-senate-health-bill
http://www.lung.org/about-us/media/press-releases/ALA-Urges-Senate-to-Oppose-Healthcare-Bill.html
https://www.thenationalcouncil.org/press-releases/national-council-behavioral-healths-statement-senate-version-american-health-care-act/
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coverage, consumers would likely pay more out-of-pocket for care and higher premiums for plans that cover 

less, and Medicaid would be cut off at the knees. While the bill may appear to provide consideration for those 

with preexisting conditions, the option to waive Essential Health Benefits could leave all privately insured 

Americans at the mercy of annual and lifetime caps — putting meaningful coverage out of reach for many 

Americans, especially those with chronic and pre existing conditions.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

  

America’s teachers unions are also speaking to the harm this legislation could do to American students: 

  

American Federation Of Teachers: “Now that we have leafed through the 142 pages of the Senate 

Republicans’ bill, it’s obvious why they wanted to keep it a secret. This proposal would be a disaster for 

America’s families—it raises costs, cuts coverage, weakens protections and ends Medicaid as we know it. 

Instead of repairing Obamacare, Republicans have doubled down on what the House-passed Trumpcare would 

do—rip away healthcare from millions to give tax breaks to the wealthiest Americans. In the Senate, they just 

did it in a different way.” [statement, 6/22/17] 

  

Faith leaders have also condemned this bill:  

   

Catholic Health Association: “CHA is strongly opposed to the Senate Better Care Reconciliation Act. Just like 

the House passed American Health Care Act, the Senate proposal will have a devastating impact on our nation’s 

most vulnerable populations. After weeks of working behind closed doors, and despite claims that the Senate 

would start over and develop its own legislation, there is very little that differs from the House bill. The small 

tweaks made in the newly released Senate bill do not change the fact that millions will lose their health care 

especially through a complete restructuring and deep federal funding reduction to the Medicaid program.” 

[Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Sister Simone Campbell, SSS, Executive Director, NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice: ‘The 

‘plan’ unveiled by Senate Republicans today continues to be un-American. Their mission is clear: the GOP 

wants to push people off of healthcare coverage in order to give more tax breaks to the very wealthy. This bill is 

a crass political calculation carried out by 13 white, male Senators who are out of touch with the realities of 

millions of ordinary families in every state. They are about raw power – not working for the common good. 

Democracy works best when there are hearings, debate, and discussion to craft a bill that works for everyone, 

not just a few Senators. My faith challenges me to heal the sick and care for the widow and the orphan. This 

Republican bill does the opposite. This is not the faithful way forward. We urge a NO vote on the Better Care 

Reconciliation Act.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Reverend Jimmie Hawkins, Director, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Office of Public Witness: “The 

draconian cuts to heath care are an unacceptable threat to God’s people, particularly those who have the least 

access to resources in our society. Passing this bill means that people will die from lack of healthcare, a reality 

that we as Presbyterians cannot accept. We urge all Senators of good conscience to recognize their 

responsibility to vote NO on the Better Care Reconciliation Act.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Barbara Weinstein, Director of the Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism: “We vehemently 

oppose the Senate health care proposal released today. The bill’s devastating cuts and restructuring of Medicaid 

will profoundly and negatively impact our nation’s most vulnerable—low-income Americans, the elderly, 

children, and people with disabilities. Jewish tradition’s emphasis on caring for the sick and uplifting those in 

need inspires us to demand that the Senate reject this harmful legislation and work to expand, not restrict, access 

to affordable health care.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Reverend David Beckman, President, Bread for the World: “Ending the Medicaid expansion at a slower rate 

still means that millions of Americans will have their health care coverage taken away. Senators who support 

this bill will be voting to take away health insurance from the elderly, the disabled, and children. Medical bills 

https://consumersunion.org/news/consumers-union-statement-on-senate-aca-repeal-bill/
https://www.aft.org/press-release/aft-president-randi-weingarten-senate-republican-healthcare-bill
https://www.chausa.org/docs/default-source/media-resources/06222017-cha-statement-for-release-of-senate-proposed-bill.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://networklobby.org/news/062217healthcare/
https://networklobby.org/news/062217healthcare/
https://networklobby.org/news/062217healthcare/
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often drive families, especially those who struggle to make ends meet, into hunger and poverty. Instead of 

making our health care system worse, Congress should strive to improve the system so that all Americans have 

the health care coverage they need.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Albert Pless, President of American Muslim Health Professionals: “As an organization that strives to care 

for the most vulnerable members of our society, discussions surrounding the repeal of the ACA have been 

deeply distressing. Given that ACA has impacted the lives of many – most notably, those hard-to-reach 

members of our community who would otherwise not know where to go to begin the process of obtaining health 

coverage, it is critical we oppose any bill that seeks to eliminate care. We urge all Senators to vote against the 

Better Care Reconciliation Act. ” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Rev. Dr. Leslie Copeland Tune, Director, Ecumenical Poverty Initiative: “We are deeply disappointed in 

the Senate version of the AHCA, which will negatively impact millions of Americans including the poorest in 

our nation, children and the elderly. The cuts to Medicaid are reprehensible and the planned phaseout will put 

people’s lives in jeopardy and make America sick again. It seems that the thirteen Senators who drafted this bill 

have had their moral compass demagnetized by political posturing, an unhealthy desire to dismantle, rather than 

fix, the Affordable Care Act, and to pay for tax breaks for the wealthiest in our nation– all at the expense of the 

American people. This is both shameful and unjust. We call on U.S. Senators to put people first. Reject this bill 

by voting against it. Lives are at stake and so is the moral fabric of our nation.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Diane Randall, Executive Secretary, Friends Committee on National Legislation: “The Senate version of 

the AHCA is beyond irresponsible; it is immoral. The draconian cuts and restructuring of Medicaid do nothing 

to address instability in the marketplace or lower premiums. Instead, states will be forced to eliminate health 

services, leaving millions without access to needed care. These Medicaid cuts will fall particularly hard on low-

income children, seniors, and people with disabilities. Never before have I seen legislation that would do so 

much harm to senators’ own constituents, especially for families struggling to make ends meet. Rather than 

cutting Medicaid in a rushed and secretive process, Congress should work in a bipartisan and responsible 

manner to truly address the real problems within America’s health care system.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Larry Couch, Director, National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd: “Learning about 

the proposed deep cuts in Medicaid passed by the House of Representatives, the American people looked to the 

Senate.  Sadly, the Senate plan proposes even deeper cuts in Medicaid.  This wanton disregard for human life 

must be stopped.  Millions of children living in poverty, people with disabilities, and older people in nursing 

homes will be denied life-saving medicine and care.  Call your legislators today to stop this vicious attack on 

the most vulnerable people in our communities.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Rev. Jason Carson Wilson, Justice & Peace Policy Fellow, United Church of Christ Justice & Witness 

Ministries: “Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness were promised to us all. Deep Medicaid cuts are destined 

to bring death and sadness to many. Children, seniors and people living with disabilities’ lives hang in the 

balance. As a follower of Jesus, I’m called to comfort the afflicted. Drastic Medicaid cuts will only create more 

chaos and pain for those already facing challenges. What would Jesus do? He would champion healthcare for 

all.” [Statement, 6/22/17] 

 

Senate Republicans should listen to Americans from across the country who oppose their TrumpCare bill. 

Instead, they should join Democrats to strengthen the Affordable Care Act and ensure that all Americans 

have access to quality, affordable health care.  
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